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These lessons can be used in either citizenship or geography at key stage 3.

In citizenship they could be used in a scheme of work that meets the requirements
of a study of human rights and the rights of a child. The national curriculum
guidelines for this topic state that  human rights and the rights of the child can be
revisited in many different contexts. Linking teaching to topical issues provides a way
of engaging pupils in learning about the values and principals underpinning human
rights and the extent to which conventions and declarations have been enshrined in
national law’

In particular it could be linked to unit 10 for ks3 — debating a global issue which has a
focus on brazil or unit 21 — people and the environment. If these sessions were
offered at key stage 4 they could link to unit 1 — human rights or unit 12 — global
issues local action.

In geography the lessons could link with a number of units investigating physical and
human processes. The issues are to be taught through a range of investigations
focusing on places, themes and issues. So links with unit 11 — investigating Brazil,
unit 3 people everywhere — settlements and cities, or unit 12 images of a country are
all possible. The lessons would enable students to reach attainment targets at levels
6-8. Level 7 contains the following

“ pupils will show their knowledge, skills and understanding in studies of a wide
range of places and environments....understanding many factors including VALUES,
PRINCIPLES AND ATTITUDES, that have an influence on personal decision making.’

In addition the material for themed weeks or extended schools activities fit in with

the new initiatives being put in place by government to extend learning in line with
the new ks3 curriculum being introduced from September 08 and the core offer for
extended schools aimed at raising attainment amongst students.
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to introduce the topic of slum dwelling to students and to give them
a deeper understanding of the reasons why people live in such conditions and the
consequences for them of such a lifestyle. The lesson will also seek to create a
response from the students to such a way of life when compared with their own

Learning objectives: by the end of the lesson students will

- know how and why people live in slum developments
- know the consequences for people who live in a slum environment
- recognise the difference between their own way of life and that of those they

are studying

' e
If you are new to the school spend a short time introducing yourself and your
organisation and give a very brief overview of what students will be doing during the
presentation of the module.

I# $
A pack of playing cards for a group of four students
To have students try and create a house of cards under stressful conditions

Divide the class into groups of four and give each group a pack of cards. Explain that
they have three minutes to create the largest and most extravagant house of cards
they can during that time. Explain also that whilst they are not allowed to move from
their seats they can try and sabotage other groups building by creating draughts. As
teacher you too can add to this by opening and closing the classroom door t times to
create sudden draughts. Call a halt after three minutes and award a small prize to
the team with the best house left standing.

Explain that what was just a game for the students is in fact a good illustration of the

day long struggle of many people across the globe.
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Photographs from favellas and slums (check www.flickr for recent and relevant
photo’s for these), post it notes, pens

To introduce images of slum dwellings and elicit a response from students.

Place the photographs around the room. Explain that these are images from real life
situations in around the world. They capture the reality of living in a dwelling that
isn’t much more than a house of cards. Give each students 3 or 4 post it notes and
invite them to tour the photos looking at them in detail. Once they have seen them
all ask them to write a response to four of the images on a post it. The response only
needs to be one or two words. Have them place the post it under the image.

After a few minutes read out all the responses recorded and invite further comment
from students in response to the exercise.

% &

Powerpoint of statistics (check www.soulaction.org/schools for this)

To present up to date statistics and facts to the students

Using the powerpoint present the statistics relating to how many people live in
slums, where in the world they are and why such places exist. Take any feedback
from students at the end of the presentation.

L ¢
Sets of cards for each group using worksheet 1.
For students to try and get the best deal they can for living in a slum using the cards

Divide the class into groups of four. Give each group the pack of 20 cards and have
them deal them out. Each player will have five cards. They must not show them to
anyone else. Their object is to try and get rid of their worst cards to someone else in
the group. Player one fans their cards out with the backs facing the player to their
right. Player 2 must choose one of the cards and place it in their own pack. Player 2
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then fans out their own cards to player 3 who chooses one and so on. Do this five
times encouraging the group to think of ways in which they can position their
unwanted cards in such a way as to encourage another player to take them. At the
end of the fifth round have the players share with each other their own situation.
Now invite the groups to choose one of their number as an example to share with
the rest of the class.

As a group ask them to create a short presentation that will explain what their life is
like now and what may happen to them in the future. Encourage them to think of
creative ways to do this — perhaps as a news bulletin, or a narrated piece of drama.
Worksheet 2 can be used to help in this process or may be used for students who
feel uncomforable with a more dramatic style of presentation.

1" & )

Video of life in townships (choose one of those at www.soulaction.org/projects or

www.soulaction.org/stuff)

To show film footage of children and adults for whom the facts of the card game are
a reality.

Show the film invite further responses from the students based on what
they have learned so far.

Worksheet 3, Fact sheet 1 (See below)

For students to compare their own life with that of those living in the favella

Give each child a worksheet and ask them to try and map out a typical day
in their own lives. After a few minutes either red out the facts about life for those in
the favella or put the information on the board. Ask the class to write this
information on their own sheet and compare the two. Ask the group where are the
main differences. Ask them how would they feel if they swapped days.

1, -

As a way of assessing how much has been learned in the session write the following
questions on a board
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Imagine you are a child in a favella or slum dwelling
- Where do you live?
- Howdoyou live?
- Why do you live like that?

Ask the group to share their answers to the question firstly in pairs then with the

whole class

1. /70
Spend the final few moments of the lesson going through any practical details
relating to the second lessons and the half days activity.
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You share a room
with your father
who is sick, your
mother and three

You share a room
with your two
grandparents,
your drug dealing

You share a room
with two
brothers, your
mother and your

You share a room
with your older
sister and her
husband and

You share a room
with you rmother
and father and

three sisters all of

sisters brother and your | grand mother. three small whom have work
mother who is Your father is children. Your in the city.
sick missing and your parents are both
grandfather is in dead
jail
You are told that | You have a You have to get You have to scour | One of your

you must work
for the local drug
dealers or they
will harm your
family

chancetogotoa
local day centre
where you can
have school
lessons

up at 4 every day
to visit the local
rubbish tip to see
if there is
anything you can
sell

the local rubbish
tip for your family
to see if there is
anything to eat.

family is sick and
will die unless you
can buy them
medicine

There is no clean
water so you
drink from the
nearby pond

There is nowhere
to wash your
clothes so you
use the nearby

You have the
chance to join a
football team run
by volunteers

One of your
family is
murdered by a
teenager who

You choose to
spend three hours
a day begging on
the streets of the

which is also used | pond which is from the believed they city even though
as a toilet also used as a community worked for arival | you know the
toilet centre drug dealer police could catch
you
You have the You live in a row One of your A visitor to the You find a gun

chance to move
into a youth
hostel run by the
local church

of slums where a
number of people
are seriously ill
with something
that could be TB

family is arrested
on suspicion of
being involved in
a number of
serious crimes

favella says that
they can find you
work in the city

hidden amongst
some of the
rubbish on the
tip. It has been
fired more than
once.
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Use the sheet to think about what life is like now for your character.

Use our imagination to fill in any gaps.

Then think about what the future might hold for them knowing what you do?

Do they have a future?
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This session needs to be planned well in advance. The materials required will need to
be readily available on the day and students will have to have a whole morning off
timetable. If the weather is good this is an activity that can be undertaken on a
playground or field but it may be easier to set it in a school hall, drama studio or

gym.

To give the students a taste of life in a slum city through a role play situation.

% &'
By the end of the session students will
- have experienced a different environment — that of the slum city
- have understood the implications and choices available to people living in
such an environment in accordance with the attainment targets for
geography and citizenship.

( ) briefing
Slum building challenge

Rubbish heap challenge

Trip to the tap

Slum rebuilding
Crime challenge

“"#* Lentil based school lunch

" Finish
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In this session you will need to divide the group into smaller teams of around 6
students. Once this is done have them sit in their groups. Explain to them that for
the next few hours they are going to share a little of the experience of the people
they have been learning about. Explain that they will face a number of challenges
which will have to be met b the group working as a team. Outline the nature of each
challenge they will face. Once you have taken any questions escort the groups to the
location for their challenge.

Large cardboard boxes, plastic sheeting, string or twine, gaffer tape or parcel tape,
old sheets or sacks, clothing pegs.

Explain to each group that they must construct their home for the next few hours.
They must use the materials available. The house must meet the following
specification ( see instructions at worksheet 1 provided for all groups)

- the slum dwelling must measure no more than 2m by 2m and be big enough
to accommodate the team of 6

- the dwelling must be free standing and able to withstand adverse weather
conditions

- slum dwellers can choose to work with another group and form a semi
detached dwelling if they feel that would be of benefit.

Give the groups 40 minutes to create their home then test each dwelling to ensure
that it is stable. You could check to see if it is waterproof using a watering can — but

this may not be possible indoors. If any dwelling fails the test the group have a short

time in which to make adjustments.

In the final five minutes of the session have them complete the diary sheet for that
part of the session (see worksheet 2 below)

(

Newpapers, plastic bottles, objects made from silver foil, yoghourt pots
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To have students scavenge for objects of value in order to earn credits towards their

mid day meal

Explain that you will send students out into the school grounds to find objects of
value. This will be a little like the time some children spend on rubbish tips looking
for objects of value to sell. The objects they find will have a value which they can
then offset against the cost of their school dinner.

- sheet of newspaper — 1 credit — but if turned into a paper bag in accordance
with the demonstrated design — 3 credits

- silver foil tray — 3 credits

- youghourt pot — 2 credits

- plastic bottle — 2 credits

In order to have a meal at lunch time they must amass 5 credits per family member —
30 credits in total.

Explain that they will have thirty minutes to scavenge then a short period to turn any
paper into paper bags. After a total of 45 minutes has elapsed take in the materials
from the group and allow them time to fill in their diary. If any family hasn’t amassed
enough credits ask them to consider what they should do.

As per the slum building challenge
To understand how precarious the slum dwellings.

Escort the group out of the room where the activity is taking place to a refreshment
centre. Make this a long way from the main room. Explain how often fresh water is a
long way from people’s homes and may take many hours for people to travel there
and back. At the refreshment centre hand out cups of water. Whilst the students are
drinking have one other member of staff partially destroy the slum dwellings. After
10 minutes escort the group back and watch their reaction. Explain that their third
challenge is to rebuild their home quickly. After repairs have been made allow a few
minutes to record in their diary.
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Crime cards
To look at some of the choices faced by those who live in slums

Explain to each group that disease is running through their slum town. One of their
group has contracted a disease which will prove to be fatal if not treated by
medicine. The medicine required is very expensive. The only way that the money can
be obtained is in return for a job offered by one of the crime bosses in the area. Give
each group one of the crime cards and ask them to discuss what they would do. If
they agree to do the job then they must carry out the task in the way indicated. If
they do not do the job they must stay in their dwelling until the end of the session.

At the end of the session get feedback from the students as to what they think might
be the likely consequences of their actions. allow a few minutes to fill in their diary.

If this is being included in the experience some form of lentil stew will need to be
prepared during the morning. It may be a good idea to have some students involved
in the preparation of this.

Explain that although the main part of the experience is now over lunch is the final
challenge. A bowl of stew is available only to those who have enough credits. If a
family does not have enough will they share. For the family that had their stolen
what should they do. Once you have had feedback allow everyone to eat asking
them to reflect on what might have happened in real life.
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Using the materials provided you are to create a slum dwelling that will be yur home
for the rest of the morning session. You must keep to the following guidelines

- the slum dwelling must measure no more than 2m by 2m and be big enough

to accommodate the team of 6

- the dwelling must be free standing and able to withstand adverse weather

conditions

- slum dwellers can choose to work with another group and form a semi
detached dwelling if they feel that would be of benefit

- You must be able to provide sleeping bags for the youngest in your group
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At the end of each task you must write down your thoughts. These can be about how
you feel your own particular challenge went, but also about how you can relate that

to the real lives of those who live in such homes.

% " , % # , % * , % - %
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You must murder
one of the
children from
another family. If
you agree to do
this deed you
must go to the
victim and hand
them this card

You must kidnap
someone from
another family. If
you agree to do
this you must
choose the victim
and show them
this card. They
will then come
with you to your

One of your
children must
become a
prostitute. If you
agree to do this
they must walk
around all the
dwellings and
stand at a space
in the hall.

You must steal
the products
another group
found in the
scavenger hunt. If
you agree to do
this show the
card to the family
who must then
allow you to take

You must become
a drug dealer. If
you agree to do
this you must
walk round the
dwellings and
offer a drugs card
to any you
choose. You must
have at least

place the material three addicts by
the end of the
session
You must disable | Drugs card Drugs card Drugs card Drugs card

someone from
another family. If
you agree to do
this then choose
your victim and
show the family
this card. The
family must then
spend the rest of
the session
carrying that
person around
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To consider different ways in which young people can respond positively to a global

issue

% &'
By the end of the session students will have
- understood some of the ways organisations such as Soul Action are
responding to the issues associated with slum dwelling
- understood how campaigns can work to bring about change
- have thought through a personal response to this global issue.

' LA
explain that this lesson is designed to do two things — to discover what the students
learned from their slum survivor experience and to look at ways in which they can
respond to the issues that they faced.

# $
Letter sets for each group ( see appendix 1)
To remind students of some of the issues they faced through the half day exercise

Divide the class into groups of around 4 and give each group a letter set comprising
the letters which spell slum dwelling survivor. Explain that you will ask series of
guestions, the answers to which can be spelled out using the letters in the set. The
first group to spell out the answer and raise a hand gains a point.

For classes where spelling may be an issue use pens and papers as a subsitute for the
letter set and have students take it in turn to play the pictionary game at appendix 2.

Some of the people in the slum areas use these to kill people — GUNS
Some of the people in the slum areas have to sell these to make a living even though
itis illegal — DRUGS
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Sometimes people have to walk miles to get fresh water from one of these — WELL
People often die from this in the slums, it can be the cause of many diseases — VIRUS
One of the animals you might see roaming a slum township — DOG

This may cause a slum dwelling to collapse — WIND

Open scabs/wounds many slum dwellers find on their bodies — SORES

The word that describes the houses in which people live — SLUMS

1 3
Diary sheets from lesson 2
To get feedback on the slum survivor experience

Have the students look over the diary entries they made in the last session. Ask them
to consider the following questions and share their thoughts with a partner

- Which of the challenges did you find the most difficult and why?
- Which of the challenges made you most angry and why?
- How did the challenges make you feel about the real lives of others?

After a few minutes get a class view. Explain that there are things that can be done
in response to the situation — that things can change and they themselves can be

part of making that happen

!% (2]

TV/DVD player

to show some of the responses already made
Show a video of actions and initiatives already taken by organisations like Soul
Action and Tearfund (check www.soulaction.org/projects for a few videos like this)

1% &
Campaign role cards at appendix 3

To show how a campaign on a social justice issue can work
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Explain that often people suffering from a social injustice have no voice of their own
and have no one to speak for them to the people that make decisions. Campaigning
about an issue gives those people a voice and can make a massive difference. Refer
to the make poverty history campaign that ran a few years ago and the differences
that that made for a lot of people.

Hand out the campaign cards to everyone in the class. Ask them to read them and
keep the information to themselves. Explain that some of the characters on the
cards have a problem and they need to reach the right person to make a difference.
The way they must do this is by getting people to talk for them and create a chain of
contacts that leads to the right person.

e.g. a slum dweller may get a 16 year old to be a voice. They in turn will write to an
mp who will contact the prime minister who may then talk to the president of that
country and bring about change. It is a simple way of illustrating the principles by
which a campaign can work. After playing for a few minutes get feedback as to how
the campaigns went.

1" 4
Pens, papers, scissors, crayons

For students to design a campaign to raise awareness of slum dwelling amongst their

peers

Arrange the students into groups of about 4 and ask them to design a campaign

relating to slum dwelling that would raise awareness of the issues amongst their
peers as well as providing opportunities for fund raising and wider campaigning

throughout the country.

Allow the students time to create a basic model before getting feedback. This can
then be developed for homework or in a later session with the best campaigns
actually being given leave to be run in the school community.
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1* _
invite comments from the class as to how they felt about the whole three week
experience and ask them what changes in their wn lives have they considered that

could help change lives for the better in the slums of the world
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Divide the class into groups and have one person from each group approach the
session leader. They will give them a word associated with some of what they have
been learning over the last few sessions. They must go back to the grou and attempt
to draw the item. If someone guesses it they can go and get the next word and so on
until they have exhausted the list.

GUN
DOG
SLUM
TAP
DRUGS
RUBBISH
RAIN
WIND
FOOD
STREET
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You are
Christiano. You
are 14 and live in
a slum in brazil.
You would love to
go to school but
have to work on a
rubbish tip to
feed your mother
and sister

You are Hannah.
You live in a slum
in India. You have
small children and
have been asked
to sell them by
some men who
promised you
money. If you
could be helped
you would be
able to stay as a
family

You are Maria

and you have HIV.

Your family
cannot afford the
medicine to treat
your condition.
You live in a slum
in Africa with
your mother and
brother. Your
mother is also
HIV. If you could
get medicine
things would be
better.

You are Jose you
work on a cocoa
plantation. You
are 11 and would
rather be at
school but your
family situation
was so bad that
you were sold
into virtual
slavery.

You live with
hundreds of other
boys on the
plantation in a
slum

You are anna. You
work in a garment
factory in
bangladesh
working 17 hours
a day. You are 13.
You are the only
person in your
family well
enough to work.
All the rest are ill
due to drinking
the water that
runs through the
streets of your
slum dwelling

You are a 14 year
old student who
is keen to see
change in the
world. You are
willing to listen to
those in need and
talk to your mp
and others to
bring issues to
their attention

You are a 16 year
old student who
is keen to see
change in the
world. You are
willing to listen to
those in need and
talk to your mp
and others to
bring issues to
their attention

You are a retired
business man
who is keen to
see change in the
world. You are
willing to listen to
those in need and
talk to your mp
and others to
bring issues to
their attention

You are a mother
of 2 working from
home who is keen
to see change in
the world. You
are willing to
listen to those in
need and talk to
your mp and
others to bring
issues to their
attention

You are a
university student
who is keen to
see change in the
world. You are
willing to listen to
those in need and
talk to your mp
and others to
bring issues to
their attention

You are an mp
with an interest in
matters of social
justice. You will
listen to people
locally and raise
matters at a
higher level in an
attempt to bring
about change

You are an mep
with an interest in
matters of social
justice. You will
listen to people
locally and raise
matters at a
higher level in an
attempt to bring
about change

You are a local tv
celebrity with an
interest in
matters of social
justice. You will
listen to people
locally and raise
matters at a
higher level in an
attempt to bring
about change

You are famous
pop musician
with an interest in
matters of social
justice. You will
listen to people
locally and raise
matters at a
higher level in an
attempt to bring
about change

You are a local
news reporter
with an interest in
matters of social
justice. You will
listen to people
locally, write
articles and raise
matters at a
higher level in an
attempt to bring
about change
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You are a
government
minister with
responsibility for
aid. You listen to
mps, the press
and significant
public figures on

matters of justice.

Once you know

You are member
of the opposition
with
responsibility for
aid. You listen to
mps, the press
and significant
public figures on

matters of justice.

Once you know

You are
significant figure
in the banking
sector with
responsibility for
aid. You listen to
mps, the press
and significant
public figures on

matters of justice.

You are a major
television
producer with
responsibility for
programmes such
as sport aid and
comic relief. You
listen to mps, the
press and
significant public

You are director
of a major
international aid
charity You talk to
mps, the press
and significant
public figures on
matters of justice.
Once you know
about a situation

about a situation about a situation | Once you know figures on you will try and
you will try and you will try and about a situation matters of justice. | bring about
bring about bring about you will try and Once you know change
change change bring about about a situation
change you will try and

bring about

change
You are the You are the You are the You are the You are a multi

president of a
country. You are
keen to be seen
to be caring and
concerned. You
can bring about
change if you feel
that thereis a
need and that
there is enough
public support for
change

president of a
major chocolate
company. You are
keen to be seen
to be caring and
concerned. You
can bring about
change if you feel
that thereis a
need and that
there is enough
public support for
change

president of
major clothing
chain. You are
keen to be seen
to be caring and
concerned. You
can bring about
change if you feel
that thereis a
need and that
there is enough
public support for
change

president of the
united nations
You are keen to
see justice done
in all member
nations and will
put pressure on
governments to
bring about
change.

millionaire who
wishes to use
their wealth to
make significant
change in the
world. If you feel
a situation is
serious enough
you will commit
funds.
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Either a continuation of the campaign creation or a linked lesson using material from
the lift the label cd rom looking at the fashion industry. Get the lift the label CD ROM

from www.tearfund.org/liftthelabel.




